
Calendar Bears 
 
Even our monthly bears get into 
the Halloween spirit.  
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Halloween fun for all 
 There are many options for painting pottery as Halloween fun. Alongside our usual ex-

tensive range of blank pottery or bisque we now have Halloween items that are available 
until, the end of October. These include pumpkins that can hold a tealight, wizard hats 
as trinket boxes or ornamental wizards. Standard pot-
tery also lends itself to being painted with a Halloween 
theme. Paint a mug or plate as a pumpkin or create your 
own Halloween-themed design.  
 
Special events for Halloween include the Kidz Hallow-
een Party. This will be a lot of fun for children of all 
ages and also their parents. Furthermore, it is far better 
for them go trick and treating. Admission to the party is 
by advance ticket only. More details are available on 
page 2.  

 
The week before Halloween is half term and we will be 
running our usual Kidz Painting Academy workshops. The 
1.5 hour sessions aim to entertain children but also teach 
them some simple pottery painting skills. Each set of 
courses teaches different skills so that when they choose to 
paint in the future they will have knowledge of different 
techniques that they can apply. Naturally, these workshops 
will have a Halloween theme and we will help our young 
painters create a mug or bowl designed like a pumpkin. 
The mug will be ideal for their hot soup on Halloween or 
Fireworks evening, indeed throughout the rest of the year.  
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Masterclass: Crystal glaze 
 
If you have painted at The Clay Studio your item will have 
been glazed and fired prior to its collection. Most of the time 
we use a dipping glaze that produces the shiny effect and 
brings out the vivid paint colours. However, there are also 
special glazes that are painted on to produce wonderful ef-
fects. Some of these have been used on Painting Academy 
courses. The oil burner picture shows the effect of using a 
crystal glaze.  

Kidz Halloween Party 
 
Wednesday 31 October 2007 is a date for your diary. The witches will be out on their 
broomsticks and concoctions will be brewing.  
 
Younger witches and wizards are invited to The Clay Studio’s first Kidz Halloween Party. 
Starting at 6pm and running until around 9pm there will be a prize for the best fancy 
dress and a special Halloween buffet.  
 
Paint one of our special Halloween pottery pieces such as a pumpkin or wizard hat or 
choose something like a plate or mug to create your own theme.  
 
The price of just £5 includes the Studio Fee and Halloween buffet as well as games and 
much more. Advance booking is necessary for the party with pottery pieces paid for on 
the evening. Parents are welcome to stay with the children and paint or enjoy something 
from our quality food and drink menu. Parent tickets are £2 including a tea or coffee.  
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Corporate training 

The Clay Studio is now offering corporate training. Pottery 
painting is an ideal way to help in various aspects of train-
ing such as team-building, development of creativity and 
even helping to envision the future.  
 
Training is available at The Clay Studio where we can also 
provide our own high-quality catering. We can also come 
to your workplace if you prefer.  
 
It’s all about improving your teamwork “without getting  
wet”. What’s more, you have something to always remind 
you of the lessons learned.  
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More on the Web site 
 
During the summer we started to overhaul 
The Clay Studio Web site. While the basic 
look has remained unchanged, it is now 
possible to access many sections directly 
from any page.  
 
New on the Web site is a themed gallery 
which shows examples of some of the 
masterpieces painted here. You may even 
see one of yours on the site. A Diary sec-
tion lists all the events at The Clay Studio 
over the next three months. Go to 
www.theclaystudio.co.uk.  

New Painting Academy courses 
 
Each of these courses last six weeks although 
it is not necessary to sign up for the whole 
course. Participants learn a technique or sev-
eral techniques every week, collecting the 
previous week’s piece of pottery glazed and 
fired. New courses will be available from No-
vember.  
 
• Sunday 4 November 10am - Xmas 
Projects 
• Tuesday 6 November 7pm - Xmas Projects 
• Wednesday 7 November 10am - Fun Projects Improvers 
• Thursday 8 November 7pm - Classic Pottery Painting 
• Saturday 17 November 2007 10am - 4pm - Giant Santa Platter 
 
Each course costs just £45 with advance booking essential. Each 
piece of pottery is chosen on a week-by-week basis with 25% dis-
count on the Studio’s recommended piece.   
 
No previous experience is required for most of the courses. Come 
along and learn some new skills, paint your own Christmas presents 
and, most importantly, have a fun time.  
 
Full details of all the courses with pictures of sample pieces are shown 
in the Painting Academy section of www.theclaystudio.co.uk. Alterna-
tively, come and see the pieces in The Clay Studio.  
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For regular visitors 
 
Clay Friends is designed for those who are 
regular visitors to The Clay Studio and of-
fers more than just Studio Fee discounts.  
 
An annual Clay Friends membership is 
available for adults, children and families 
and offers the following benefits: 
 
• No Studio Fee payable. 
• Member only special offers.  
• 10% discount on Painting Academy 

courses for adults and children.  
• Bonus for introducing new member 

(free plate or mug for both).  
• Free tea and coffee when painting 

(one per session).  
 
Full details are available at The Clay Studio 
or on our Web site. 

Couples evening 
 
Every Tuesday evening is Cou-
ples Evening. It is fun to paint 
an item together or paint an 
item for each other, e.g. his and 
hers mugs.  

As sharing is all important, 
from 6pm Tuesdays couples 
pay just one Studio Fee for two 
painters.  

Winter warmers 
 
With the days and nights getting colder 
it is worth remembering that The Clay 
Studio Café also offers a number of 
hot options on the menu.  
 
We recently added jacket potatoes 
which we serve with a butter, cheese, 
prawn marie rose, tuna mayonnaise or 
baked been topping. This is accompa-
nied by a quality side salad. 
 
Our soups have been very popular. We 
have a range of varieties so that the 
soup of the day can change regularly. 
All soups are served with a Bransgore 
cob roll.  
 
Remember you do not have to be a 
painter to use the café so come along 
for lunch when in Christchurch or just 
a coffee. Our menu is available all day 
and during our late evening opening.  
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Win a free Studio Fee 
Every month there are ten free Clay Studio 
passes for Clay Times readers to win. At the 
end of October, ten readers will receive a 
free pass for a full fee Studio Fee at The Clay 
Studio. 
 
Either leave with us in The Clay Studio or 
send the entry form by post. 
 
Note that entries are limited to one per 
household. 

Please enter me in the monthly draw for one 
of ten free studio passes 
Name: 
__________________________________ 
Address: 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
E-mail: 
__________________________________ 
 
Please send me Clay Times every month:  
 
___________________________________ 
 
Note that your details will be held by the Clay Studio and 
not passed on to any other 
organisation. 
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How To Find Us 
 
The Clay Studio is right in the cen-
tre of Christchurch. 
 
The Clay Studio 
12a Castle Street 
Dorset BH23 1DT 
 
01202 475000 
 
www.theclaystudio.co.uk 
christchurch@theclaystudio.co.uk 

Some recent masterpieces 
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